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to economic functions. It had done away with heredi-
tary legislators and hereditary judges, but it had left,
hereditary wealth and hereditary poverty. It had
been an epoch of criticism, not an epoch of construction,
and the law of human progress was that epochs of
construction should succeed to epochs of criticism.
Of this new age St Simon proposed to be prophet and
founder. He would complete the abolition of birth
privileges by transforming private property into a
kind of life interest or trust held under the State.
This need not involve a violent revolution. By the
abolition of collateral inheritance and by progressive
death duties the State would gradually and without
disturbance convert private into public property;
and so, owning all the land and all the means of pro-
duction, would be able to organize industry upon the
principle of distribution for all, " to each according to
his capacity, and to each capacity according to his
works/' The anarchy of trade would be cured by the
organisation of industrial communities, whose output
would be regulated by statistics, whose gains would be
distributed according to the services of the individual
producers, and whose activities would be stimulated
by promotion according to merit, and by pensions for
old age.

In the system of St Simon, as in that of his con-
temporary1- Fourier, there is enough of the fantastic
and absurd to blast any ordinary reputation for sound
sense. But, viewed in the context of their own age,
these two pioneers of Socialism exercised a just and
intelligible influence. They saw with great distinct-
ness terrible disparities of happiness, and urged that
the State had the duty and power to remove them.
Their writings mark a wholesome reaction from the